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ABSTRACT 

One of a series, the guide is concerned with the 
teaching of literature to gifted students in grades 1 through 3. An 
introduction discusses cognitive and affective domains, educational 
objectives, general statements about the gifted, and selected 
teaching approaches. Literary and interpretive skills are considered 
in terms of an introductory lesson and ten sequential lessons on 
plot, characters, discovery, tone, language, perceptions, the concept 
of person, and an analysis of mysteries. The presentation and 
application ox a culminating project are explored as is the 
development of a critical sense. EC 031 963 is a companion volume for 
grades 9 through 12. (t?J) 
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FOREWORD 



California public schools should provide equal opportunity for 
every girl and boy of school age to become knowledgeable in the 
basic subjects and proficient in using the basic skills of learning. And 
the educational programs offered by the schools should be of 
sufficient scope and depth to permit each child to learn at the rate 
and to the full level that his ability permits. 

In conducting their educational programs, the schools must 
employ practices that are sufficiently flexible to permit the 
adjustments required to meet each pupil’s need of special education. 
The talented are among those for whom such adjustments will be 
necessary. Recently the State Department of Education directed and 
coordinated a federally funded project for the development of 
curriculum materials of the type needed for this program. The 
materials reflect the best thinking of people who are well qualified 
both by education and by experience. They are both innovative and 
professional. 

This curriculum guide, one of a series, is concerned with the 
teaching of literature to mentally gifted pupils in grades one through 
three. The concepts and suggestions contained in it merit thoughtful 
attention, appropriate interpretation, and wise application. 
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PREFACE 



This curriculum guide, which was planned and completed as part 
of a project under provisions of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, Title V, is designed to be used by teachers of 
mentally gifted children whose general mental ability is in the top 2 
percent of all girls and boys. 

Curriculum Guide for Teaching Gifted Children Literature in 
Grades One Through Three is one of a series of curriculum guides 
that are designed for the following educational levels: grades one 
through three, four through six, seven and eight, and nine through 
twelve. The guides were prepared under the direction of John C. 
Gowan, Professor of Education, and his assistant, Joyce Sonntag, 
Assistant Professor of Education, both of San Fernando Valley State 
College. 

A curriculum framework that is designed for use in developing 
programs for mentally gifted minors was also developed in the 
project. This framework was prepared under the direction of Mary N. 
Meeker, Associate Professor of Education, University of Southern 
California, and James Magary, Associate Professor of Educational 
Psychology, University of Southern California. 
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